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Washington, D. C
January 3, 19611 

(§) ' Tuesday o St e
1-3-61 E?] surpaRy [(WF-987-5%) 6) I R
9:33 am  [CLAUDE LEBEL to JAGQUES de BEAUMARGHATS, French: Foreign ;'/
3 - 0G Ministry, Paris rirgng to his attention the follown.ng
28-28 goof: - A memorandum from the {[(Forgign) Minister's oxflcels)
has been received in New York byGBe French UN Delegatlon. &) -

The memorandup enclosed an envelope f‘r the Elysee Palace_J@)
addregsed to[the President of the U. Sf@) New YorkK.  This, ©
@EBEL éxplalns, is |de GAULILE's Seasons reetlngs to: FTS NHOWER‘:&)
and because of- the of has not been received Ca:t the . Embass
until today. CL_,BFL tes that the mistagke originally.wds: . 7 r
‘made_by @he Elyseg)which thought that [the Presidegt’ of the : o
U, “]&ﬂlveg at New York, but jthat does not excuse [the - L
Ministry (of Foreign Affalrs from forwardi g it to'New @~

York rather than Washington. EAUMARCHAT S handle -
it. (see 11:45 am, 12-31-60,[FR16290) (Frend bé)HLD/hld
- 11:03 anm @LAUDE LEBEL'S secretary to the secretary of Mr, FR\TBSTO
9 - 0G THALMANN, Minister, Charge d!'Affaires ad in erim, Emb
12-10 of Swit erlanﬁ saying that in response. to EPFTA’L’VIANI equest
to see {LEREL, THALTVIAN%ay come to see ELE.BEI now.:&)
, ) [(French}|(s) HLD/hld
11:35 am [(Mme DuNcAN|to Wirs. PHIL “JPﬂ, State Department, telli ng her
L - oG hat [GUBATZE( chauffeur)]?as just called from the airport to
report that he is at Customs a fhat someone has taken off
E;he seal from a diplomatic ba r‘ll a:m ives every week con-
taining newspapers, {Mrs. PETL 11 callCustoms to clear
it, but she asks that[ime DU N}Mﬁ nd her 2 notg on ite

EMme DUI\TCAZ_\TJé_gives the[ID (ph) number as 175558, -
) : (English) HLD/hld

ng;:.,

" CLASSIFIEDBY Sbts b /eee-.  SEcRes
| . DECLA(‘;SEFY(DN 25X q
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Washington, D..C.
January 3, 1951
(5) ' Tuesday - .

1-3-61  [FR]sumiaRY - conr'D [Wr-987-5:)]s)
11:55 am

2 - 71C.
1-121

BDwARDﬁMORGAN (American Broadcasting Company). to[ELAUDE Lo
LEB ;f 5 K1) ”’“"“ﬁ ‘clarification of the French p081t10n3@b

'.ccordlng to (New York) Times reports thls mornlng,
iti'sh and the French on one side and (the U. S.) on
the other differed as to the need to the need to re-
establish the (International Control) Commission and also:
on the fact that the French and the British up to now have -
taken the view that a neutralis 't government is the only
thing to do whereas the Americans have taken the view that . PR
a pro-Western neutral (Covernment) is the base (upon which ’ L;“

to build).
Fls oo
&Ehe guestion of the ommlsSWOﬂ,[iEBEL replies,) is somgthing L
on which_the [Frepchhave no(extraordinary hard views )y hat is
to say,wﬁFranc§}P00n31ders it a matter of pfocedure or
diplomacy, but it has very little to do with what anceiﬁb
feels to be the real solution of the problem. LED%L hinks. Lo
he is right in saying that if everybody agreed to CC as _a- I
matter of procedure [Francef¥would not disagree; [Francel}® |
is not pregging it, 1t is not j(France's eal preoccupatio
But, EE?EE. ontinues, it is absolutely true that ((France
in favor of a neutralist government, and it _has been re fflrmed
/ilﬁttho e terms bup very close to it, in an [AF‘P telegrrag?3f
esterday afternoon, which is quite visibly inspired at the
Quai d'Orsay (French Ministry of Foreign Affairs), :ﬁg

) 4
[EBE[|offers to send a copy of this [AFP telegran{ffsto MORGAN 5
ut MORGAN declines because he has seen a dispa¥®ch in the

Times which probably has the same information.

[iEBEL does not think he can say much more at present| except
Tor one point: there have been a numbey, of reports about
the [FrenchPbosition being_ that Franceﬂé%aVOPed a coalition
govermment including the Patnet Laod® This is not, LERbﬂKQ
explains, what the [Frenchlgposition (emphasizing the past
tense) was--it was a coaTlition government including all:
tendencles except the Communists, but with an insistence on ‘
all.except the Qommunists; that is to say, 1nclud1ng tThose i
~ who were in quite friendly terms neutra] terms viz-a-vig Jw

. the Cgmmunists. As to tkm>ﬁw@nmh osition today, the last E
@ig@:éham is that it has™not changed on_that line, but with ,

v the ¢ anges in the political situation [(in Laosﬂ&as it
stands, this is an open queSulon.¢;f )

SECRE!: (Continued)
[Fr-16298]6G) | -
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11:55 am  EDEARD MORGAN and EEBEET%)Continued
Cont'd

MORGAN explains that he was confused by the Times QlSpatCh
from London which said that both (U. S. Ambaesaaor) WEITNEX
and (British Foreign Secretary) Lord HOME agreed that the
revival of the (International Control) Commission was.
necessary. As he gathers from here, Washington has not -.
taken that view yet. EEEBEL, in replyp”obserwres fhat since
this is’something which happened between othersihe 1is not
the one to give a line on th1§§ but he thinks the truth is’ ,
half-way between--that 1s, there is agreement on. pr1n03918,>-
and perhaps there is not yet agreement on how to do it,, -

MORGAN asks'! what the [french answer[has been to the American - ' -
argument that to have a coalition government would be too e
dangerous, that it would bleed the regime %to weakness--

MORGAN explains that he is referring to a seemingly

illuminating dispatch which the Washington Post reprinted

from the London Observer last Thursday in which it was sald

that many British feel that the Americans threw away a =

golden opportunity of restoring peace and political equildb-

rium to Laos when they failed to support SOUVANNA PHOUMA,

That sentence,[iPB“' repliesh coulg,be trangferred one

hundred per cent to what [théy feeltn ParigfPsouvawna PHOUMA

was never really -supported here; {(the French) know the manEQ

oulte well, ~‘and’ if he had been (sthpported here he would not
have turnea to the Left as he was oblig d do to reestablish

his balance., [In (France's) opinion, JBREéf§ontlnvesV‘he
(turned Left) too much, but the point is at he had to do

it beé?uee hefelt there was no support here.

CEBEL] emphasigzes that evergfhing he 1s Cs'a}/w ng is for bagk-

ground (and not czuotatlonjGﬁ MORGAN accepts it as suchogﬁ“
There was also, MORGAN continues, a report in the Washlngton
Post by this rather good reporter, WARREN UNNA, in which he-
salid that there had been a hassle between (the U.u.)
Anmbassador and (CIA field ® ople on the one hand and Washington
CTIA and the State Department on the other, that the field
people were yrging the support of PHOUMA bt that they were

, overruled, &"{se’less to say, E‘FBEL repli egé if he were '

v informed that point he would consider himselfa jolly good
Elplomat, put he could not say that what he has seen and
heard would urge him to disprove that story; he just does
not know any damned thing abmé 1‘l:. {;5 ‘

(Continued)
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11:55 am  EDWARD MORGAN and ELEBEL] ? Contimed
Cont!'d

MORGAN thinks he can clarify this a little bit more here - °
today; but it makessense, he observes. a e

MORGAN comments that he got the impregsion from BOE last -

night, lwhen he saw him at the {Embassyf?that he took afvery°-4‘:

lugubrious view of the situation; but (MORGAN) gathers from’
the papers today that Paris and_ London still do not think -
in ternpg of the word "grave'". :No, for one reason, LEBEL = -
replieéﬁuthat when one is dealfhg with Laos, oreis dealing
with Laotians, and what would go for other peoples cannot )
apply to an absolutely charming people where the notion of
hate hardly exists; so that when you read that Communist
forces have taken someplace, the news is not gobod, but it
is not as bad when it applies to Laos as if it applied

to someplace else, :

The questlon which puzzles MORGAN is what to' do from here s~
(this point), referring specifical 1y to this busin of ;
alerting the fleet and all that. [LEBEL's persona%?%%inioh

i1s that alerting the fleet is an exXcellent thing Secause

two things may happen: either negotiation, and it is always
better to negotiate with a fleet behind you; or the opposite,
and then you negd (the fleet) Tn any case, that is not

bad in itself, [LEBEL repliesfs%he problem is how one would
start some form of negotiation, and to what end. )

- : ) -"‘ B ? - o
MORGAN gathers, ggom having talked with LEBnggng;from ’

some of these dispatches, that the revival of the (Inter-
national Control) Commission is -the first step toward getting
ome kind of neutralist government. :This is quite posgible,
LEBEL repliesp adding that he dogs, not feel that he can ;'
cormit himself for his Govermment ecavse he is not quite
clear as to the best possible procedural angleo4;g; ’

B ‘ £ ' :
JMORCAN, summing uﬁgznotes that the[%rench objagtive is a
neutralist Govermment without the [Pathet TLao: ut, he asks,
1s this realistic? A few days ago this was {The Frenohiﬁb
position, @EBEL ‘replie$ but now he has an interrogation
mark in his mind considering what has happened since, i,
: : (English) HLD/hld
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